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General Marking Guidance 

  
  

•                     All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the 
last. 

•            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for omissions. 

•                     Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

•                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

•            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 
to the mark scheme. 

•             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 
limited. 

•                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be 

consulted. 

•                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B 

 
Candidate responses 
 

• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full sentences. If 

appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 

• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and omissions in spelling 

and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not interfere with 

communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark answer, the 

candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if this response is incorrect but the 

correct information follows as a further element. Where 2 marks are available, award the 

individual marks discretely but apply the order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 

 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the 

mark scheme 
 

• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in between the 

alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 

• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory answers and ‘OR’ for 

possible answers. 

• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: What did he 

study? A: (He studied) Maths. 

• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and these should be 

considered as acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 

• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the information 

required indicated in brackets. 

• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation mark scheme 
 
 
Section A 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: C  

1(a) I (1) 

1(b) F (1) 

1(c) E (1) 

1(d) H (1) 

1(e) J (1) 

1(f) L (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Sohel  

2(a) Nadim (1) 

2(b) Joya (1) 

2(c) Sohel  (1) 

2(d) Nadim (1) Sohel (1) (2) 

2(e) Sohel  (1) 

2(f) Nadim (1) 

2(g) Joya (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mar

k 

3(a) সু্কল ছাত্রী  দশম শ্রেণির /ইয়ার শ্রেন-এর 
  ছাত্রী 

 কললজ ছাত্রী  (1) 

3(b) তার বাবা                                 ণিতা ভাই (1) 

3(c) শ্রে ণবজয়ী হলত িালরণন                      ণবফল হলয়লছ /জয়ী হয়ণন খুণশ হলয়লছ (1) 

3(d) আন্তসু্কল টেনিস চ্যানিয়িণশলি  
 

আন্তসু্কল টেনিস   
প্রণতল াণিতায় 

চ্যানিয়িণশটে  (1) 

3(e) এনিয়াি অিূর্ধ্ব–১৪ টেনিস নসণরলজ    
 

জুণনয়র শ্রেণনে প্রণতল াণিতায় 
   

েুিবাশ্রমন্ট (1) 

3(f) জাতীয় েুিবাশ্রমলন্ট প্রথমবার ণবজয়ী হয়   (1)                 
 AND  

টসরা দ্বৈত জুনে নিববানচ্ত হয়             (1)                     

 েফল হয়/জয়ী হয়   
 

ডাবলে-এ শ্রেরা জুণে হয় 

অেফল হয় 
একক জুণে হয় 
 

(2) 

3(g আন্তজবানতক েুিবামমমে  ২০১৮ োলল/  
ণবশ্ব প্রণতল াণিতায় 

জাতীয়  েুিবামমমে (1) 

3(h) েনরবামরর োলে েময় কাোয়        (1)                 
 AND  

টেচ্ছামসবী নহমসমব েমাজলেবা কলর (1)                     

হহচৈ /ফুণতি কলর 
 

ৈযাণরণের কাজ কলর 

েময় কাোয় 
 

উিাজিন কলর   

(2) 

3(i) (িৃণেবীর) শ্রেরা শ্রেণনে টেমলায়াড় হলব        (1)                      
AND  

ণনলজর শ্রদশলক োরাণবলশ্ব েম্মাণনত (1)                      
করলব 

ণবশ্ব শ্রেণনে তারকা হলব 
 
আন্তজবানতক শ্রখলাধুলায়  
ণনলজর শ্রদলশর মান বাড়ালব / 

আন্তজবানতক মলডল  
হলব 
 
ণবশ্বকালি শ্রখললব 

(2) 
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Q4  
 
 
 

Question  
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a)(i) 

 
(ণবশ্বণবদযাললয়) ণবজ্ঞালনর  
ছাত্রলদর অেিনীণত/ইংলরণজ 
ণনলয় শ্রলখািড়া করা  
 

োলয়লের ণশক্ষােিীলদর 
কলা অনুষলদ িড়লত 
আো / ইংণলশ বা 
ইমকািনমকমস িড়া   

ণবজ্ঞালনর ণবষলয় ভণতি 
হওয়া 
 
 

  

(1) 

4(a)(ii) 
 
 

ণনলৈর দুণে: 
বনু্ধলক টকনমণিলত ভণতি  
করালত এলে / টকনমণির  
একজন েুদশিন/স্মােি  
ণশক্ষকলক শ্রদলখ           (1)                                           
 AND  

ণশক্ষলকর হাণেমাখা মুলখ 
অণভভূত হলয়  
                           (1)                 
 

 

বনু্ধর োলে টকনমণি 
ণবভালি ণিলয় / 
টকনমণির  ণেৈালরর 
েুন্দর শ্রৈহারা শ্রদলখ 
 
 
তাাঁর ণদলক ণশক্ষলকর 
হাণেমাখা মুলখর 
তাকালনালত মুগ্ধ হলয়  
 

বাবার োলে  ভণতি 
হলত  ণিলয় 
 
কড়া ণেৈার শ্রদলখ 

 

(2) 

4(a)(iii) 

 
ণনলৈর দুণে: 
 ুক্তরালে   াওয়া                 (1)                                           
 AND  

ণফণজকাল টকনমনিমত 
উচ্চণশক্ষার জনয       (1)                 

 

আলমণরকায় 
 

নেএইচ্নি করার জনয 
 

 

 ুক্তরালজয  
 
শ্রলকৈার ণদলত 

(2) 

 

4(a)(iv) 
 

ণনলৈর দুণে: 
নবভািীয় প্রধাশ্রনর ক্লাে  
শ্রলকৈালর মুগ্ধ হলয়     (1)                                
 AND  

তাাঁর ৈমকপ্রদ ণবষয় ণনবিাৈলন 
                      (1)                 

 

প্রলফেলরর / ণমিঃ 
উইলেলনর মলনামুগ্ধকর 
িড়ালনার ভণি/ মনকাড়া   
িড়ালনা  
উিলভািয ণবষলয়র বাছাই 

 

প্রলফেলরর আলদলশ 
 
 

 
মজার মজার িল্প শুলন  

 

(2) 

4(a)(v) বৃণিলাভ/বইিলত্রর োহা য 
শ্রিললন  

স্কলারশীি শ্রিললন 
 

োকািয়ো শ্রিললন (1) 

4(a)(vi) ণনলৈর দুণে: 
উচ্চ ণশক্ষার শ্রশলষ ণনলজর 
শ্রদলশ শ্রফরার তাাঁর 

  (2) 

ণনলজর শ্রদশলক তুলল ধরলব 
 



 

ণেদ্ধান্ত/ণতণন আলমণরকার 
নািণরকত্ব ৈানণন      (1)   
 
AND  
ছাত্রছাত্রীলদরলক ণনলজর শ্রদলশ 
িলবষিা করার কালজ 
উৎোণহত করা              (1)       
                                   

ণনলজর শ্রদলশ ণফলর 
আেলবন এণে তাাঁর 
ণেদ্ধান্ত  
 
 
শ্রদলশ ণফলর 
ছাত্রছাত্রীলদরলক/ 
ণশক্ষােিীলদরলক ণনলজর 
শ্রদলশর েম্পদ বযবহার 
কলর/কালজ লাণিলয় 
ণরোৈি করার জনয 
উৎোহ শ্রদওয়া      
 
 
 

শ্রদলশ ণফরলত ৈাইললন 
না/আলমণরকায় োকা 
ণির করললন 
 
 
ছাত্রলদর ণবলদলশ শ্র লত 
উৎোহ শ্রদলবন   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     

Total marks for Q4a = 
10 

 

 

 

 

Questi
on 
numbe

r 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(b)(i) 

 
 
 
 

আত্মণবশ্বাে হারায় / মলনাবল শ্রভলি  ায় 
                                   (1)   
AND 

েরামিবদাতার সনিক উিলদশ 
কযাণরয়ার/জীবন িড়ার কালজ অলনক  

েফলতা আলন (1)  

ণনলজর ওির ণবশ্বাে 
/মলনাবল হাণরলয় শ্রফলল/ 
েমলয়র অিৈয় হয়  
 

 

েণিক ণনলদিশ জীবন িড়লত 
োহা য কলর/আমালদর 
িেৈলার জনয গুরুত্বিূিি  
 
 

জীবন নষ্ট হয়  
 
 

 
িরামশি না মানা 
 

(2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4(b)(ii) কযাণরয়ার িড়লত দৃঢ় মলনাবল / স্বণনভির 
ণশক্ষার আগ্রহ দরকার                                          

(1)   
AND 

(শ্রলখলকর) ণবলদণশ নািণরকত্বলালভর প্রস্তাব 
প্রতযাখযান কলর শ্রদলশ শ্রফরার ণেদ্ধান্ত/ 
(তরুিলদর) ণবলদলশ বেবাে করার প্রবিতা 
কমালনা (1) 

ণনলজর ওির ভরো করার 
ণশক্ষা /আত্মণবশ্বাে োকা  
 

ণবলদলশ িাণড় না শ্রদওয়ার 
জনয তরুিলদর প্রণত 
আহ্বান/ শ্রপ্ররিা  
 
 

অলনযর ওির ভরো 
করা  
 

 

ণবলদলশ শ্রিললই 
ণশক্ষালাভ হয়   
 
 

 (2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questi
on 
numbe

r 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

 

 

                                                                                              
 
 
                                                                                                             Total marks for Q4b = 4



 

Section B 

 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 

 

Step 1 Decide on a band 

 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which descriptors 

most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors for each band indicate 

the different features that will be seen in the student’s answer for that band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not focus 

disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not 

performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different bands of 

the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the level and then use the 

variability of the response to help decide the mark within the level. For example, if the response 

is predominantly in band 4–7 with a small amount of band 8–10 material, it would be placed in 

band 4–7 but be awarded a mark near the top of the band because of the band 8–10 content. 

 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 

 

• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will award a mark 

towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how students have evidenced each of the 

descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 

assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Assessment Criteria 

 

Question 5 (14 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 

given in two mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate and students 

will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count. All work 

produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is occasionally successful 

• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; limited use of 

appropriate register and style 

3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and 

ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; some use of 

appropriate register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is evident; mostly 

appropriate use of register and style 

 

Additional guidance  

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose of the task 

and, where appropriate, the target audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures,limited success 

in referring to past, present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 

• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, occasional success 

in referring to past, present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking 

• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in 

referring to past, present and future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 
 
 
 

Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 

 

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 

coherence. 

 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example consistent 

mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of speech; incorrect choice of vocabulary; use of 

spoken language; wrong tense; and spelling errors that change the meaning. For instance, 

মাতা (mother) and কালা (black) should be considered acceptable but মাতা  (head) and কালা (deaf) 

should not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 

• mother-tongue interference. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 

  



 

Question 6 (26 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all 

three bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements 

of the communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, 

students must refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top 

band. 

 

The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 

approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 

recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 6: communication and content mark grid 
 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 

• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 

straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive use of 

common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some development of key 

points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts 

and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different examples 

of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of key points 

and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of uncommon 

language 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent expansion of key 

points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and 

ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style throughout; a wide 

variety of language is used 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and interest. 

Goes beyond the standard or predictable response. 

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the 

purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience.  



 

Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical structures; 

occasionally successful references to past, present and future events; errors occur 

that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of 

complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked sentences 

• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of 

communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of 

complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors rarely hinder clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 

• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful references 

to past, present and future events; few or no errors that hinder the clarity of the 

communication 

 
 
Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 
 
 

  



 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the top 

band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 

coherence. 

 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

 

• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a pronoun where there is no 

confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; incorrect arrangement of words that does not hinder 

clarity; occasional use of spoken language that does not affect the meaning; incomplete 

sentences that convey the intended message.  

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in coherent 

writing. 

 

Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is eventually 

understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the writing. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
 
 
 

  



 

Paper 1 Marking Principles for Section C 

 

Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 

drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would 

lead to ambiguity. 

 

Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be 

considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 

 

Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 

understood the text in its original language. 
 
 

Question 

number 

Text Correct answer Acceptable 

answers 

Reject Mark 

7 Ancient Dhaka city was 
established  

প্রাচ্ীি ঢাকা িহর প্রনতনিত 
হময়নিশ্রলা।  

িুরলনা ঢাকা শহর 
িাণিত হলয়ণছললা   

ধ্বংে হলয়ণছললা (1) 

 on the bank of the river 
Buriganga. 

বুনড়গঙ্গা িদীর তীমর নদীর ধালর নদীর মলধয  (1) 

 At that time,  
 

টসই সমময়,  তখনকার আমলল বতিমান েমলয় (1) 

this river  
 

এই িদী  বুনড়গঙ্গা িদী েমুদ্র   (1) 

in trades and 
commerce. 

বাবো-বাণিলজয   ণবজলনলে    গ্রামবােীলদর (1) 

influenced the city 
dwellers 

িহরবাসীমদর প্রভাণবত 
কলরণছললা। 

শহলরর বাণেন্দালদর    ঢাকার মলধয (1) 

Eventually,  কালক্রলম  ক্রমশ   দ্রুতভালব 
 

(1) 

from Capital Dhaka to 
the other parts of the 
country. 
 

রাজধানী ঢাকার োলে শ্রদলশর 
অনযানয অংলশর  

ণবণভন্ন শহলরর োলে 
েড়ক শ্র ািাল াি 

শ্র ািাল াি না োকায়  
 

(1) 

the communication has 
improved a lot 

শ্র ািাল াি অলনকাংলশ উন্নত 
হলয়লছ।  
 

বহুলাংলশ/বযিক    অবনণত হলয়লছ 
 

(1) 

Dhaka city is enriched ঢাকা শহর েমৃদ্ধশালী 
                                          

রাজধানী শহর গ্রামাঞ্চল   (1) 

with its historical 
background,  

gh©` এর ঐনতহানসক েেভূনম, 
 

ইণতহাে প্রণেদ্ধ  আধুণনক িেভূণম (1) 

better quality of life, জীবিযাত্রার উন্নতমাি,  
 

উন্নতমালনর জীবন  ণনম্নমালনর জীবন    (1) 
 

and with skilled workers  এবং দক্ষ কমিৈারীলত। অণভজ্ঞ কালজর 
শ্রলাকজলন িণরিূিি 

অদক্ষ শ্রলাকজলন 
ভরা 

(1) 

 

The development and 
expansion of this city  

এই িহমরর উন্নয়ন ও ণবস্তার ণবস্তার কমণত (1) 

after the 
independence of 

বাংলামদমির োধীিতার েমর বাংলালদশ স্বাধীন  
হওয়ার িলর   

েংগ্রালমর আলি 
 

(1) 



 

Bangladesh 

never stopped. 
কখলনাই  শ্রেলম োলকণন। োলমণন কলম শ্রিলছ  (1) 

However, due to the 
dying river  

তলব মরা নদীর কারলি শুকলনা নদীর জনয   জলল ভরা নদী  
 

(1) 

the increasing pollution ক্রমবধিমান দূষি   শ্রবলড় ওিা দূষি কলম  াওয়া দূষি  (1) 

for the city dwellers.   িগরবােীলদর জনয  শহরবােীলদর জনয  গ্রামবােীলদর 
 জনয  

(1) 

is becoming a big issue এক বলড়া েমেযা হলয় 
দাাঁণড়লয়লছ।  

ণবরাে অেুণবধার েৃণষ্ট 
করলছ।  

েুণবধা হলে  
 

(1) 
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